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 Several if not all conventional implantable vascular prostheses, e.g. prosthetic vein and artery grafts, are constructed from or
consist of expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE). Some of these prostheses are prepared by seaming the walls of a tube of
ePTFE to form tubular limbs, and then inserting and fixing the limbs to the outside of the tube so that the limbs extend laterally

outwardly from the tube. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,475,795, 4,187,390, 4,047,252, 3,973,557, and 3,974,526. The limbs of
such a graft are typically mounted by inserting and partially inserting the limbs into the ends of one or more elongate rigid

fixation tubes and then compressing the ends of the fixation tubes to expand and firmly fix the limbs in place. These fixation
tubes have typically been formed from elongate rigid materials such as wire and cable, or materials which are resilient in

compression, but which are not elastic, such as, for example, expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE), or a woven material
such as, for example, expanded polytetrafluoroethylene (ePTFE) or a knit. The fixation tubes are typically manufactured as

continuous lengths of wire or cable or as continuous lengths of material. In the preparation of a graft, the limbs are introduced
into the ends of the fixation tubes and the tubes are then compressed to expand and firmly fix the limbs in place. In some

embodiments, the limbs are introduced into the ends of the fixation tubes as individual strips of ePTFE, and then the ends of the
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fixation tubes are compressed to expand and firmly fix the limbs in place. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,047,252, 4,187,390 and
4,475,795. In other embodiments, the limbs are introduced into the ends of the fixation tubes as sets of rings. See, e.g., U.S. Pat.

Nos. 3,973,557 and 3,974,526. In further embodiments, the limbs are introduced into the ends of the fixation tubes as sets of
semi-rings, and the ends of the fixation tubes are compressed to expand and firmly fix the limbs in place. See, e.g., U.S. Pat.

Nos 82157476af
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